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BGS advice on gas storage 

 

The British Geological Survey (BGS) provides impartial and objective scientific 

advice on geological matters to a wide range of British and international 

stakeholders. Canatxx Gas Storage Limited proposes an underground gas storage 

facility in Preesall, Lancashire and BGS is providing scientific data on the rocks 

below the surface in which gas may be stored. 

 

Following recent press interest in a proposed gas storage scheme at Preesall 

(Lancashire), the BGS is taking this opportunity to clarify its professional 

relationship with Canatxx Gas Storage Limited. The BGS has been contracted by 

Canatxx to provide data on the geology of the Preesall Saltfield. This data 

concerns the rock unit known as the Preesall Halite which is the proposed 

geological formation for gas storage. 

 

The current work will address some of the points raised during the 2005-6 Public 

Inquiry that relate to a previous proposal. As with a report1 for the Health and 

Safety Executive in 2007 and work for Canatxx Gas Storage Limited in 2005, the 

current work is being undertaken in a wholly independent and impartial capacity; 

a situation encouraged by Canatxx Gas Storage Limited. 

 

David Evans, BGS geologist, said that “The British Geological Survey is 

recognised as a national centre for geological research. We provide impartial and 

objective advice to anyone requesting it. In our work for Canatxx, we are 

employed to produce a three dimensional geological model of the saltfield and 

provide geological data. BGS will not be commenting on the suitability of the 

Preesall area for gas storage. This will be addressed by other experts in the 

design and construction of caverns for gas storage purposes.” 

 
1. An appraisal of underground gas storage technologies and incidents, for the development of risk 
assessment methodology. HSE Research Report, RR605, prepared by the British Geological Survey. 

 

*Ends* 



For further details or to arrange media interviews please contact: 

Clive Mitchell 

BGS Press Office, Keyworth, Nottingham 

email: cjmi@bgs.ac.uk Tel. + 44 (0)115 936 3257 

Notes for Editors 

The British Geological Survey 

The British Geological Survey (BGS), a component body of the Natural 

Environment Research Council (NERC), is the nation's principal supplier of 

objective, impartial and up-to-date geological expertise and information for 

decision making for governmental, commercial and individual users. The BGS 

maintains and develops the nation's understanding of its geology to improve 

policy making, enhance national wealth and reduce risk. It also collaborates with 

the national and international scientific community in carrying out research in 

strategic areas, including energy and natural resources, our vulnerability to 

environmental change and hazards, and our general knowledge of the Earth 
system. More about the BGS can be found at www.bgs.ac.uk. 
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